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Introduction 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Estevan. Pastor Kleemola here to bring you a partial 
service for Pentecost 3 – June 21, 2020. 
 

Readings for this Sunday 
 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
Psalm: Psalm 91 
Epistle: Romans 6:12-23 
Gospel: Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 
 

  

Text for today’s Sermon is taken from Matthew 
10:5a, 21-33 

 
 
5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 

 21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will 
rise against parents and have them put to death, 22and you will be hated by all for my name’s 
sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one 
town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for 
the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household. 

 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden 
that will not be known. 27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 
30But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value 
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than many sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge 
before my Father who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny 
before my Father who is in heaven.” 

Sermon – No Compromise 
 

     Dear friends in Christ Jesus; In the verses preceding today’s Gospel, Jesus has divided the 

twelve disciples into teams of two.  He then sent them out, instructing them, “Go nowhere 

among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.” (Matt 10:5-6) Jesus wants the disciples to get some experience proclaiming 

the Gospel.  He has given them signs so that people will know that they are from God.  He has 

given them a specific message to proclaim.  They are almost ready.  Jesus has just one more 

thing to teach them before they leave.  He wants them to know about the response they will 

receive from some along the way. 

But the response Jesus tells the disciples to expect seems totally wrong.  It doesn’t seem to 

make sense.  Jesus warned the disciples with words like, “Brother will deliver brother over to 

death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to 

death, and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake.”  That just doesn’t seem right. 

Let’s take a few moments to imagine some other scenarios of extreme need.  Imagine a 

hurricane with a path of destruction that is many miles wide.  Into that scene of devastation 

where the hopes and dreams of many lie in wreckage, a team shows up with trucks carrying 

food, water, clothing, and relief supplies of various kinds.  The victims of the storm would have 

nothing but thanks for these kind people.  News media would broadcast from the site of the 

destruction and praise the work of these rescuers.  That’s what we would expect.    Or try a real 

historical example.  Up until the middle of the twentieth century many of the diseases that we 

now take in stride meant hospitalization and often death.  Ear infections would leave people 

deaf.  Pneumonia was often fatal.  Surgeons would often operate successfully only to have 

patients die of an infection.  Then Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin.  Two other men, 

Ernst Boris Chain and Howard Walter Florey read about Fleming’s work and developed ways to 

mass produce penicillin and make it available to the world at a relatively low price.  In 1945, 

these three men shared the Nobel Prize in Medicine.  Once again, we see that the world 

honoured them for their achievement. 

 I am sure that most of you could suggest other examples of serious or not so serious 

problems that were solved by dedicated teams of people.  You can also relate to how people 
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responded in gratitude for the help they provided.  I remember on one of our trips we came to 

a park that was only accessible by going down a long set of stairs.  To drive to get there by car 

would have been a long way around.  It turns out that the stairs had originally been constructed 

by one man who, without a permit, took it upon himself to build them.  People were really happy 

with that, not having to scramble up or down the steep bank.  You expect people to be grateful 

when they have a problem and someone solves it.  After a number of years, the city decided 

that the stairs were not up to code and demolished them.  The outcry of the people was so great 

that the city had to rebuild a set of stairs and even set up a plaque to honour the man who had 

built the original stairs. 

Now consider the problem that Jesus solves.  The order of Baptism in Lutheran Service Book 

says: We are all conceived and born sinful and are under the power of the devil until Christ claims 

us as His own.  We would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 

condemnation. 

Did you hear the problem in those words?  Lost forever means an eternity of suffering in hell.  

This is the most serious problem of humanity.  Jesus is the solution to this problem.  He is the 

Saviour of all mankind.  He is the Son of God who took humanity into Himself so that He could 

take our place and earn salvation for us.  He lived a perfect life and then suffered the eternal 

punishment we deserved as He hung on a cross for us.  In this way, He paid the dreadful price 

of sin so that we could have salvation by grace through faith in Him. 

That’s the Good News God has given us the privilege to share – the very best news there 

could ever be.  Gone are the guilt and shame we have brought on ourselves by sin.  Jesus has 

taken our greatest problem and provided the solution for free.  You would think that the entire 

world would beat a path to our door to thank and praise Him; to honour Him above all others.  

That’s what you would think, but you would be wrong. 

     Instead, while some will believe the Gospel message, there will also be opposition from 

others, sometimes even violent.  This is often the case in the fifty countries around the world 

where the Scriptures are banned, but here, where Christianity is generally tolerated, opposition 

is usually more muted, confined to verbal abuse, the spreading of untruths about the message 

and attempting to marginalize the church so fewer people hear the truth.  There will always be 

a few who hate the Church and do all that they can to oppose it. 

This hatred toward Christ does not make sense to us Christians.  After all, we are telling 

people that Christ has already purchased their salvation with His death on the cross.  We are 

telling them that He gives this salvation to them for free!  We are telling them that the Christ 
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has purchased for them a gift that is worth more than the wealth of all the nations on earth, and 

He is giving it away for free.  Never-the-less, the proclamation of this gift makes people angry.  

It just doesn’t make sense. 

If Jesus had not given us the words of today’s Gospel, sharing the Good News of salvation 

would be a very confusing activity.  It would be easy to think that we were doing something 

wrong when people did not eagerly desire to receive this gift when we tell them about it.  It 

would be easy to think that there is something wrong with the message when people actually 

fought against us and tried to destroy us when all we want to do is tell them about a gift that is 

more valuable than all the riches of the world.  You would think that people would fill this 

building and line up around the block and down the street in order to get this gift, but they 

don’t.  Instead, they persecute it.  Why?! 

Well, there is something fundamentally different about the proclamation of salvation in Jesus 

Christ from the proclamation of any other message.  There is a spiritual war going on all around 

us. St. Paul reminds us: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces 

of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Eph 6:12) While we are proclaiming the free gift of salvation 

through Christ, sin, death, and the devil are fighting a war of lies against that proclamation.  

They are doing everything within their power to make truth look like a lie and to make lies look 

like the truth.  Although sin, death, and the devil want to enslave us, they present themselves 

as a way to freedom.  Although true freedom is in Christ Jesus, the forces of evil proclaim Christ 

as restrictive and domineering.  The forces of sin, death, and the devil are the ultimate con 

artists.  They pose as friends, but are really deadly enemies. 

Today’s Gospel is a great comfort for persecuted Christians around the world.  It tells us that 

the opposition of the world is no surprise to God.  God is not up in heaven going, “Oh My!  The 

world is persecuting My people.  Whatever will I do?”  No!  God knows all about our situation.  

He told us that things were going to be this way.  He understands that the world makes it hard 

to be a Christian.  He understands that His faithful confessors will undergo hard times.  As Paul 

wrote to the Corinthians: “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles.”      (1 Cor 1:23) Today’s Gospel is one of many places that tell us to expect opposition 

from the world.  Today’s Gospel tells us that we are not doing something wrong when the world 

or even our own family hates us for making a faithful confession of Jesus Christ. 

But even with the knowledge that God understands, it is still hard to stand firm in the face 

of criticism.  The temptation is always there for us to compromise God’s teachings in order to 
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get along with the world.  If the world gets offended because the Bible says that all are sinners, 

we might be tempted to water down the message of sin – perhaps even skip it altogether.  If 

the world is offended by the gruesome nature of the cross – funny, isn’t it, that they don’t rag 

on the Romans for using it but only on the Church for proclaiming it – we may want to push the 

cruel torture and the pain of the cross into the background.  It is easy to talk about God’s love 

and forget about His justice.  It is easy to talk about Jesus as our buddy and forget about the day 

when He will come as our Judge.   We often want to water down the message of God’s Word 

just a little bit so that the world around us would not give us such a hard time. 

Jesus warns that this attitude is very dangerous.  He said, “Do not fear those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

The worst thing that this world can do to us is end our physical life.  But this world is not all that 

there is.  There is a judge who has the authority and power to send both soul and body to the 

eternal punishment of hell.  It is His teachings that we are watering down when we compromise 

our confession in order to fare better in this world.  It is His name we are blaspheming when we 

give way, even a little bit, to the doctrines of this world. 

So, have you stood firm in the faith even in the face of the world’s persecution?  Neither have 

I.  I must confess that in spite of my desire to remain faithful to the teachings of God’s Word, I 

too, at times compromise my profession of faith.  Once again, the Law convicts with a standard 

of perfection that is so high that no mere human could ever keep it.  Once again, the Law shows 

us our sin and our need for a Saviour. 

That is the reason that the Gospel is so sweet to those who believe.  The Gospel proclaims 

that Jesus is the only One who never compromised God’s Word.  He is the only One who 

remained faithful to His calling.  He remained faithful to His calling even when that call led to 

the cross.  He is the One who paid for our sins – even our sins of watering down doctrine – with 

His death on the cross.  He faced not only the persecution of this world, but He also faced the 

combined guilt of all the sin of this world.  Even then He remained faithful.  With the victory He 

won with His death on the cross, He has purchased the forgiveness of sins for all people. 

Jesus warned the disciples to remain faithful.  Even so, the disciples all abandoned Jesus.  At 

one point Peter even denied point blank that He knew Jesus.  But in spite of their weak 

confession, Jesus took them all back.  He didn’t say, “That’s OK.”  But He did say, “I forgive you” 

when the Spirit worked repentance in them. 

The NT, especially the Book of Acts, tells us some of the history of the faithful Apostles.  Of 

the eleven apostles who remained faithful to Jesus, only John the Evangelist died of natural 
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causes.  The other ten original Apostles died as martyrs to their faith in Jesus Christ.  Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, they all persevered to the end. 

In spite of our many shortcomings – in spite of our fear, in spite of our desire to get along with 

the world at the expense of Christ’s teachings – the Holy Spirit will continue to keep us in the 

faith.  Just as the Apostles endured to the end by the power of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit will one 

day bring us to a blessed end here on this earth – and on to a blessed eternity in heaven.  There 

we shall wait with all the other believers in Christ until the Last Day when Jesus will return and 

raise all the dead, and all who believe in Him will live forever with Jesus in that place where 

there is no more sin, no more death, no more sorrow, crying or pain, and no more persecution.  

And we shall live in that place forever with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

Prayer of the Church  
 

O merciful Father, hear Your people as they pray in the name of Jesus on behalf of all manner 

and conditions of people. 

 

Faithful God, when we are fearful of our enemies and weary of the struggle, You have been 

our shield and our strength.  Grant to us the full measure of Your grace to sustain us against all 

who are against us, and help us to endure the trials and temptations of this mortal life and be 

faithful unto death.  Help us to live holy and righteous lives by the power of Your Spirit, and 

keep us from surrendering ourselves to the slavery from which Christ has set us free.  

 

Faithful God, with the witness of the saints before us and the courage of Your Holy Spirit 

within us, we pray You to help us to maintain the faithful confession and to contend for the 

faith in our own age as did those who confessed Christ at Augsburg.  Give to all the churches of 

the Augsburg Confession unity of doctrine and harmony of life together under the cross of 

Christ.  

 

Faithful God, we remember those who serve us in Jesus’ name.  Bless the leaders of our 

Synod, all pastors and teachers, and all church workers, that they may be faithful in their 

calling and honour Christ with an obedient life.  Raise up those who will follow in their steps 

and serve Your Kingdom in the years to come.  
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Faithful God, give grace to those being baptized, to the catechumens in their instruction, and 

to all the places where Your people gather to learn Your Word.  Equip us to live out the 

promise of our baptismal life under Your grace, and guide us to love our neighbours as You 

have loved us.  

 

Faithful God, give healing and strength to the sick and all afflicted in body or mind, and grant 

to those who struggle the gift of peace of mind and heart.  Hear us especially for those who 

have requested our prayers, including Pattie Berday, Rod Gust, Meriam Koch, Wanda Stang, 

and those whom we name in our hearts now….  Restore our nation and the world in health 

and livelihood, and preserve us from pestilence and fear.  

 

Faithful God, give courage to those near life’s end and comfort those who mourn.  As we recall 

the saints who trusted in You in life and who died in Christ, encourage us by the witness of 

Your grace and their faith, so that when Christ comes in His glory we may be found faithful and 

delivered with them into the glory of Your eternal presence.  

 

Faithful God, by Your Word and table You continue to feed and nourish Your people with all 

that will sustain our lives and faith.  Help us to receive these gifts with faith and repentance. 

Bring us to that day when all earthly divisions will cease and, united in faith, we shall be one 

people before Your altar.  

 

Faithful God, sanctify us as Your people and make us bold to confess You on earth.  When this 

earthly life is ended and we stand before You on high, grant us to hear the Saviour’s 

acknowledgment that we are His and He is ours forever.  

 

All these things, Father, and everything else which we need, we pray You to grant us for the 

sake of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who died and rose and lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

 

 

  


